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Nanami Takahashi Motoharu Yano 
Yano’s childhood friend. She’s earnest but a bit Nanamis popular classmate. 
He's kinder and more forgetful at times. His girlfriend Nana-san died. 


modest than Yano. 


Yano did not show up for his date with Nanami. Instead 
he was with Yuri, to the shock and dismay of Nanami. 
Seeing Nanami in despair, Takeuchi finally tells her his 
feelings for her. And just when it looks like Nanami 
and Yano’s relationship couldn’t get any more difficult, 


Yano’s mother decides to geta divorce and move... 


12 


YOU NEED . a 
TO HURRY : 
AND MAKE | SMTWTFS 
UP WITH . ee 1234 
YANO. 
ide 567891011 
121314151617 18 
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MCmr 
Lt BEFORE 
: KNEW, 
fies 


| SHOULD 
START 
SAVING UP 
S01 CAN 
BUY HIM 
SOMETHING. 


_ STILL 
@ ee ee He 
ane INTERESTED) — 
vor, IN 


cio d 
Mone” oo | CHRISTMAS 
or EVEN 


: THOUGH 
(op WE'REIN/A 
FIGHT: 


THERE’S A 
POSTCARD 
FROM THE 
HOSPITAL 


IT'S 
PROBABLY 
BLEEDING 

FROM 

THERE 

AGAIN. 
\ 


AG 


THIS |S REMEMBER 
THE ONE AND WHEN | 
THEY IHAD A WENTFORA 
DIONT Couple CHECKUP? 
REMOVE IN oF THEM THEY 
X THELAST Removed. pete 
(Y OPERA- 


Ee 


, i POLYPS 


) a 


I'LL GETA 
CHECKUP =~ WITH 
ONCE I’M THE 
IN TOKYO. 


SHOULON’T 
YOU GO 
JUST IN 

CASE? 


THEY SAID 
IT WAS TOO 
SMALL TO 
REMOVE. 


MTD? 


noes 


MOVING 
ON 
CHRIST- 
MAS EVE, 
HUH. 


HOW MUCH 
OO YOU 
GET PAID? 


YOU NOTA 
SHOULDN'T CHILD, 
WORRY YOu 
ABOUT KNOW. 
THAT. 


VE VLL 


GOT BE 
SAVINGS FINE.) 
OF my 

OWN... 


you’RE 
GOING 


| WILL FIND 
AWAYTO ff 
MAKE MORE Ai 
MONEY... fi\\ 


AND IT’S 
NOT LIKE I'M 
GOING TO RUN 
OUT OF IT 
IMMEDIATELY. 


BUT YOU 
SHOULDN'T 
USE YOUR 
SAVINGS. 


1.50 
| CAN PAY 
FOR MY FORGET wWORK 
SCHOOL ABOUT MY PART-TIME... 


EXPENSES LOW- 


MYSELF. 


piease...|| | / ft as DON’T BE 
STUPID. 


\ i oo, 
Z YY anole you 
| oe FAIL THE 
: ENTRANCE 
EXAMS... 


LET ME 
TAKE CARE 
OF MYSELF. 


wlT'S ALL 

MEANING- 
LESS 

ANYWAY. 
YOU DON'T 
HAVE TO 
WORRY ABOUT 
ANYTHING. 


I'M ALREADY 
WORRIED 
ENOUGH LEAVING 
YOU HERE WHERE 
| CAN'T KEEP AN 
EYE ON YOU... 


..5O PLEASE 
DON'T GET AN 


THE LIKE. 


YOUR 


MOTHER |S 

AGAINST IT 

YOu RIGHT? | 
SHOULDN'T. 


“NOT WORRYING eg 
YOUR MOM |S ve 
ALSO AFORM Z 


OF FILIAL PIETY, 
RIGHT? 


MY DAD IS 
GOING TO NEED 
PEOPLE TO HELP 

OUT IN DECEMBER, 
SO |’M SURE THE 
STORE WILL HAVE 

OPENINGS, YOU 
; KNOW? 


HE’LL 
PROBABLY 
PAY YOU 
WELL... 


WAIT UP, 
MOTO. 


“BEING WHERE MY 
MOM CAN KEEP 
AN EYE ON ME” |S 
THE GREATEST 
FILIAL PIETY, 
ISN'T IT? 


THE OTHER 
DAY... 


YOU SAID YOU 
WOULDN'T LEAVE 
TAKAHASHI 
BEHIND, 
REMEMBER?! 


«WOULD 
| GIVE YOU 
A CHANCE 
WITH HER?!) = WHY IN 
THE 
WORLD... 


«GOING TO 
GO LIVE WITH 
YOUR MOM, 
ARE YOU? 


TO WHO 
KNOWS 
WHERE IF 


| DON’T WANT 
ANY MORE 
REGRETS. 


WE'VE 
AND SHE’S THE GOT 
KIND OF GIRL | ENOUGH 
WHOGETS | PROBLEMS 
ALARMED OVER \ ASITIS... 
THE SMALLEST 
THINGS... 


SO IF 
| TOLD 
HER I'M 

MOVING 

TO 

TOKYO... 


.. SHE'D NEVER 
BE ABLE TO 
BEAR IT, 
WOULD SHE? 


HE HASN'T 
MADE UP 
HIS MIND. 


LET 
HIMGO WHO 

IFHE CARES 
WANTS e 
TO. 


THAT'S 
A COLD 
THING TO 


WHY MUST 
YOU CONCERN 
YOURSELF WITH 
HIS FAMILY 
AFFAIRS? 


YOU BULLIED 


YOU USED 


‘cant | HIMAROUND AS | | ro HITHIM. HE'S 
believe| MUCH AS YOU DID / i cninltet 


ME—YOUR REAL 
BROTHER—SO 
HOW COULD YOU 
SAY THAT? 


you. 


YOU MADE 
HIM YOUR 
PERSONAL 


AS FOR HIM 
BEING MY 
MASSELR... 


HE’S THE ONE 
WHO SAID HE 
WANTED TO DO 
IT, SOILET HIM, 
YOU KNOW? 


THE ONE 
| DON’T 


HE SAID 
YOu 
DECEIVED 


WITH MOTO 
GONE, YOU'LL 
HAVE EVERY 
CHANCE OF 
MAKING THAT 
GIRL YOURS. 


HAVE 
YOU FOR- 
GOTTEN... 


DON’T 
WANT 

TAKAHASHI 

LIKE THAT. 


| DON’T 


| DON'T WANT 
Leal ane HER TO COME ..HE’S YOUR 
TO ME BECAUSE RIVAL? 
TO ME 
eee THINGS DIDN'T 
AU WORK OUT WITH 


SHE'S 


HIM... 


MOTO 1S 
MOVING 
TO 
TOKYO. 


) 
BUT MOTO 
IS PRETTY 
MATURE FOR 
BEING HER 
SON, ISN'T 


HE’SAGOOD | 
EXAMPLE OF 
HOW MATURE 
ACHILD 
BECOMES IF 
THE PARENT |S 
UNSTABLE. 


iy 
Q 


| WANT 
TAKAHASHI 
TO 
CHOOSE 
ME OVER 


'/ SHE'S LIKE A 


YOUNG GIRL 
WHO GREW 
UP ONLY IN 
SIZE TO 
BECOME AN | 
ADULT. £ 


. \ OH? 


FROM 
WHAT I'VE 
HEARD, SHE 
WAS ALOT 
LIKE THAT 
TOO—JUST 
LIKE HIS 
MOM. 


HIS DEAD 
GIRLFRIEND. 


REALLY 
MIGHT... 


q 


you’VE GOT 
TO MAKE UP 
WITH HIM NOW 
TO STOP HIM 
FROM GOING 
TO TOKYO! 


YOU TWO 
CAN'T BE 
SO WEAK- 
WILLED. THIS 
: WHAT ISN'T THE 
THE TIME TO 


HELLIS 3 LIKEHOWIT ~— BE INSE- 


WON'T WORK CURE. 
OUT IF HE 
LEAVES. 


bs 


ENDING 
IT 1S UP 
TO YOU... 


..BUT THIS 
ISN’T THE WAY 


ANYWAY, 

JUST GO 

TALK TO 
HIM! 


RN 
| i 
ia 4 

| 
| a 


AND 
| | DIDN'T 
NOTICE 
WHAT WAS 
BUT... GOING ON 
JA ATEALL. 


meme 


WHY... 


ial 


TELL ME 
ABOUT IT? 


THIS IS 
THE ONLY 
PLACE | 1 o\ 
WANT TO DON'T 


HALF THE 
CLASS |S 
APPLYING 

OUTSIDE OF 
HOKKAIDO. 


IF SHE’S 
GOING TO 
COLLEGE IN 


COL- 
LEGEA ©) 
WHILE 
AGO... 


wl REMEMBER - 


HER TELLING '7 CAN YOU 
ME THAT SHE'D i | READ 
wu. THEN |. CAN APPLY FOR AT =f { HERS? 
PERSUADE HER LEAST ONE ——_ Y pi “Z 
THAT. WE'LL SCHOOL IN y x 
ONLY BE TOKYO. NOPE. 


APART FOR 
ONE YEAR... 


\ 


2B . | 
“~\\_| TAKAHASHI. \\ 


SCHOOLS 


ARE YOU 
APPLYING 
To? 


\ \ 


\) YOU WERE 
GOING TO 
TRY TO 
CONVINCE 
THEM... 


\Y. 


YOU SAID 
THERE 
WEREN'T MANY 


BEFORE YOU 


COLLEGES IN SAID YOUR 
HOKKAIDO PARENTS ARE 
THAT AGAINST YOU 
INTERESTED GOING TOA 
YOU. COLLEGE IN 
TOKYO, 


RIGHT? 


+50 I'M 
GUESSING 


YOU'RE AND YOU 
AIMING FOR || LIKE BRAND 
AFANCY NAMES... 
CHRISTIAN 
SCHOOL, 


HUH. 


YOU 
SAID 
YOU 

«.INTER- WERE 


wlT'S SOME- 
THING LIKE 
M COLLEGE 
(TOKYO), ee 
|  RUNIVERSITY 
(TOKYO), OR 
S COLLEGE 
(TOKYO), 
RIGHT? 


| CHANGED | 
[ my COLLEGE | 
| CHOICES. 


COULDN'T | 
YOu 

CONVINCE 

YOUR PAR- 


| GUESS 
YOU'RE 
HAPPY TO 
BE APART 


YANO?! \ FROM ME. 


WORRIED. 

BECAUSE YOU" 
LOVE HIM, 

RIGHT? 


FOR 


BEING SO 
CHILDISH. 
| MADE 
YANO 
FEEL 
HORRI- 
BLE. 
START BY 
OPENING UP 
Me AND TELLING 
MADE HIM » HIM THAT YOU , 
INSECURE LOVE HIM. 
AND I’VE 
HURT HIM... 
TELL HIM 
HE’S MORE 
TO10U THAN 
THE MORE pees 
LOVE | FEEL, ELSE. 
THE FEWER 
WORDS | 
HAVE TO 
TELL HIM SO. 
= = 
| KEEP 
FORGETTING TELL HIM 
TO TELL HIM NOT TO 
ant 12 LEAVE. 
MOST ‘ie 


PRECIOUS. 


SORRY 
TO DROP 


S 


BUT IT’ 
URGENT. 


| MUST 
SPEAK TO 
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ot 
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Ww 
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Xe) 
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[/ 


| MADE 
THEM 
MYSELF. 


" IF YOU 
OON'T 
WRITE 


FIND THINGS 
IN THE 


«FOR NOT 


NOTICING 
SOMETHING 
WAS GOING 
ON WITH pag 
YOu. | MOTHER |S 
GOING TO 
GET A 


DIVORCE. 


‘| SO SELF- 


\f 


I’M NOT 
LEAVING 
YOU, 
TAKAHASHI. 


wal DION’T 
REALIZE 
YOU WERE 
DEBATING 
WHETHER 
TOGO. 


«WALLOWING 
IN 


HAPPINESS, 


| WON'T 
EVEN BE 
ALLOWED 
THAT. 


| WANT YOU / 
TO KNOW... 


«LOVE YOU 
TOO, 


TAKAHASHI. 


| REALLY, 
REALLY... 


wlF YOU 

NEED TO GO 
WITH YOUR 

MOTHER. 


THE MOST 
IMPORTANT 
THING RIGHT 


REALLY 
CARE- 
FULLY. 


MATTER 
WHICH YOU 
CHOOSE... 


wwl'LL STILL 
BE WAITING 
FOR YOU. 


ss NANA-SAN. 


JUST THINK 
ABOUT WHAT: 
IS BEST, 

_ YANO. 


But you \ Ty sa 
Salo you \ !ean arly 
ovone / I'VE BEEN 
CHANGED | f pete 


YOUR college 


a CONVINCE } 
CHOICE. my my |= 
. ; _\ PARENTS. A\ 
\ / . 


MATTER 
WHAT HIS 
DECISION 


15... 


COLLEGE OF CHOICE 


Department/ 


College N 
SESS San Division 


Department of 


Choice T University, | Foreign Languages 
English Division 


g Depactment of 
F Women’s College English 
Literature 


eee ee oe 


Second Seagylass 7 Nanami Takahashi 


DEPART- 
MENT OF UNI... 
FOREIGN 


LANGUAGES 
? 


IT'S MY OREAM— 
DO YOU HAVE A 
PROBLEM WITH 


} 


ya ' 

PA- | STANDARD 

NESE,] DEVIATION | 

57. | SCORE ON | 
THE LAST 
MOCK 


A- 

. WORLD EXAM... 
Cy SOD a 

f Li 4 


IT 
WOULD 
BE HARD 
TO GET 
ACCEPTED 
THERE 
EVEN IF 
YOUR 
DEVIATION 
SCORE 
WAS 
OVER 
70. 


EH? 
I'M SUR- 
PRISED 
ENO UP IN IT'S 


SAPPORO, EVEN 
: RIGHT? 10%... 


IF YOU 
FAIL... 


THEN MAYBE 
APPLY FOR 
ANOTHER ONE 
IN TOKYO TO 
BE ON THE 
SAFE SIDE? 


UNDERSTAND 
WHAT THAT 


YOU'LL 
APPLY 
SOME- 
WHERE 
ELSE? 


"MNOT yan 
apptyingin "NO 
TOKYO FOR 

YOU, YANO. 


| JUST 

HOPE 
My 

PATH... 


WILE 
CROSS 


THAT'S YOURS 
WHAT SOME- 
| TRULY 


HOPE, WHERE. 


I'VE STILL 
GOTA 


IT’S 
GOOD TO 
AIM HIGH. 


less, 
but... 


Pe 
L\ 


SSZZ_ | pur averris 


MORE THAN 
ENOUGH 
TIME TO 

CREATE A 

MIRACLE. 


YOU'LL 
ABSOLUTELY 
GET IN. 


i 
=a KS AS 


e K 


la N 


y 


SHOCKED HUGE GAP 
WHEN SHE ja) BETWEEN 
SAID SHE : HER FIRST 
WASNT bee 
APPLYINGTO | -\ Secon 
ATOKYO 
UNIVERSITY 
FOR ME... 


| WAS ABIT THERE'S A | 


a 


BUT WHEN 


Zee, eee 


WAS FOR 
HERSELF... 


«uw THAT SHE 
WAS PURSUING 
WHAT SHE 
WANTED... 


| DION'T 
KNOW 
TAKAHASHI 
WAS A 
GAMBLER. 


He 


pens) Ly ee 
TH 


bee fees 
ea util Aa 


SOIFEELI |; 
| CAN DEPEND 
ON HER. 


TAKAHASHI 
MAY BE 
ABLE TO 
CREATE A 
MIRACLE. 


| HAVEeYOU $O...1} 
li, OECIDED 


| THINK I'VE 
BEEN THE 
|) ONE ACTING 
J] LIKE A WEAK 
GIRL. 


+ WHAT 
IS SHE 
GOING 


IS SHE 
TODO 
REALLY IF SHE 


GOING TO A 
stayin FAILS’ 
SAPPORO? 


UNIVERSITY'S 
POLITICAL 
ECONOMICS 
DEPART- 
MENT, 
RIGHT? 


THE KIND 
OF PERSON 
WHO JUST 
CONTINUES ON 

SINGLE- 
MINDEDLY. 


DOESN'T SHE 
NEED TO LOOK 


HAPPEN IF 
SHE DOESN'T 


OVER HER 
SHOULDER GET IN. 
SOMETIMES? cased 


Mer. 


I'LL WATCH 
HER BACK. 


I'M GOING 
TO BEA 
LITTLE 
MORE 
CAUTIOUS. 


| GAMBLING 
| IS ALL WELL 
} AND GOOD, 


BUT... 


wu TAKAHASHI 
| ABOUT THIS. 


THIS IS 
PROBABLY 
THE FIRST 
TIME IN MY 

LIFE... 


wl HAVE 
INSURANCE. 


:| CONFI- 
“\ DENTIAL! 


FOR BOTHA 
PRIVATE AND 
PUBLIC 
UNIVERSITY 


H 
UNIVERSITY... 


BUT IT’S 
4 “1 [ DEFINITELY 
’ : MORE 
BEES ADVANTA- 
SOME- GEOUS IF 
THING... YOU SELECT 
ONLY ONE. 


STANDARD }\ 


’ DEVIATION 
PLL SCORE 


SUPPORT} .87!5 
HIM. 


POINTS 
\ Se 
SS 


NO 
MATTER 
WHAT HE 

CHOOSES. 


TAKAHASHI, 
YOU WANT TO 
GO LOOK 
FOR STUDY 
GUIDES 

TODAY? g 


ee 


MA BIT 
SCARED. 


| HEARD 
THE ENGLISH 
SECTION IS 
REALLY 
TOUGH. 


It’s a Large part 
of the exam... 
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__CHRISTMAS 


lis. 
DECISION 
DAY. TAKAHASHI, 
IF YOU GET 
ACCEPTED, 


I'LL HOLD 
YOU IN VERY 
HIGH 
ESTEEM. 


— IF YANO IS 
___|  Movine, 
HE’LL 
LEAVE ON 
THE 24TH, 

RIGHT? 


—/| HASN'T HE 


TOLD YOUHIS 


A ay es 
DECISION? ‘< — 


ac 
Oe 


| 


EVEN IFHE | I'M THE ONE 
DOES MOVE, | WHO TOLD 
WE'LL ONLY 5 alee 
BE APART A COULD GO. 
YEAR... 
HAVE TO 
50 | CAN TRUST 


HANDLE IT. 


YOU NEED 
TO WORK ON 
YOURREADING LET'S 
COMPREHENSION SEE 
OF LONG a 


mm SENTENCES, IT’S 
Bea RIGHT? NOT LIKE 
- 4 HE’S 2 
CHOSEN 
AND... 
TO MOVE ss Is etcHt: 


YOU DON'T 
NEED TO 
APPLY TO H 
UNIVERSITY. 


JUST 
CONCEN- 
TRATE ON 
YOURSELF, 
TAKAHASHI... 


| FAIL BOTH 
ENTRANCE 


«AND DO ALL 
YOU CAN. 


BUT IT’S 
FRUS- 
TRATING... 


YOU'RE SO 
UNFAIR! 


"| $01 REALLY 
HAVE TO 


HE HAS 
SUCH A 
TIGHT 
‘ HOLD ON 
ill), MY HEART. 


THE 
WEATHER 
HAS 
GOTTEN 
COLDER 
ALL OF A 
SUDDEN. 


wlS ALWAYS 
SO WARM, 
YANO? 


YOU 
LAUGH- HEART. | COLD? 


THE OTHER 
DAY | SAW 
SOMETHING 
THAT 
LOOKS SO (| 
MUCH LIKE [\ggg 


+ SOME- 
THING 
LIKE 


«FEELING 
THE 
WARMTH 
OF YANO’S 
HAND... 


wl?M 
STARTING 
TO HAVE 
SECOND 
THOUGHTS. 


BUT 

NOW... aire 
WHAT | : 
PROM- 


ISED. 


YOU'VE BEEN 
MULLING IT 
OVER FOREVER, 
BUT YOU STILL 
HAVEN'T 
DECIDED. 


ro THIS 
co ISN'T 
LIKE YOU. 


IT 
DOESN'T 
REALLY 
MAKE A 
DOIFFER- 

ENCE... 


+. WHICH 
you 
CHOOSE, 


SHE 
DOESN'T 
COMPLAIN 
VERY 
OFTEN, 
RIGHT? 


+ SHE 
ACTS 
REALLY 
MATURE. 


«TAKAHASHI 


HAS TO 
HOLD BACK. 


THE LONGER 
YOU TAKE, THE 
HARDER IT 
WILL BE FOR 
TAKAHASHI. 


BUT IF 
YOU'RE 
PLANNING 
TOGO, 
YOU NEED 
TO TELL 
HER SO. 


BECAUSE IT’S 
JUST ME AND 
MY MOM 
NOW... 


GOT 
DIVORCED 
ON HER 
OWN... 


«AND SHE 

FOUND AN 

EXCITING 
JOB. 


SHE 
COMPLETELY 
IGNORED THE 

FACT THAT HER 

SON NEEDS TO 

PREPARE FOR 


..EVEN WAIT 
ONE YEAR 
BEFORE 
GETTING 
DIVORCED? 


RAND, «| 4 
PRETEND {| 


sMY MOMS 
7 SILENT 
PLEA TOGO 
WITH HER... 


LIKE I[ 
| DON'T, 


‘| 


-.TAKAHASHI'S. 
_PLEATO STAY. 
BEHIND? 


ON HER 


OWN... 


SHE'S 42, 
SHE'S NOT A 
CHILD, BUT 
SHE'S NOT 
AN ADULT 

EITHER. 


SO! 
CHOOSE 
TO 
HEAR... 


YOUR MOM 
DIDN'T ASK 

YOU TO GO 
WITH HER, 
DID SHE? 


AND |S 
TAKAHASHI... 


REALLY SO 
STRONG? 


..BECAUSE 
YOU THINK 
TAKAHASHI 
MIGHT START 
TO REGRET 
WHAT SHE 


«TO GIVE 
TAKAHASHI 
TIME, ARE 
you? 


YOU HAVEN'T 
MADE A DECISION 
YET BECAUSE— 


OH, UM, 
«SO  |VEGOTA 
GOON MEETING... 


ae 
PROBABLY-= a 


WOULDN’T_ 
BE ABLE / 
To, | 


PRESENT 
EARLY 
THIS 

YEAR. 


= 


( 


ANYTHING 
ELSE? 


HAVEN'T 

RECEIVED 
ANY FORMS 
FOR 


TRANSFERRING |; 
SCHOOLS |; 


FROM 
ANYONE 
EITHER, 
OKAY? 


RELIEVED? 


7 \TISN'T 
LIKE YOU 
TO COME 

OVER 
THIS 


FORA 
LITTLE 
WHILE 
THEN. 


| COULD 
WEAR IT 
“EVERY 
DAY... 
REMIND |’MNOT} ; 
ME OF WITH 
HIM. HIM... 


HEY, THIS 
ACCESSORY 
WILL LOOK | 


"VE NEVER 
BEEN THAT 
INTERESTED 
IN THINGS 
LIKE THIS 
BUT | 
THOUGHT 
IT'D BE 


“fe 
NICE... APAIRAND [<7 


ONE OF 
THEM |S 
FORA 


| NICETO 
FEEL CON- 

NECTED 
WHEN 
YOU'RE 
APART, 
DON'T 

YOu 

THINK? 


SW) REALLY 
¥/\ REGRET | 
/)\ SAYING 


THE REALITY OF 
IT DION’T SINK 
IN BEFORE... 


IMAGINE 
A WORLD 
WITHOUT 

HIM. 


HERE? 


_ BUT 
‘EVEN IF 
PVE 
REALIZED 
IT NOW... 


| 


eel THINK IT. 
WOULD BE 
ABSOLUTELY 


\ 
MF 


HON bin a 
1509 


WHAT 
| SAID? 


= 
fer /, 

, (MALMOST 
|// X57, conew'te |I\\EN \ 
AY | partiyou [JNO 


I NEED TO 
GO TO THE 
BATHROOM. 


DOING 
STUFF LIKE 
THIS WITH 
HER EVERY 
DAY. 


What was 
| doing? 


THOUGHT 


STUPID. 


REALIZE 
WHAT TIME 
IT 1S? 


YANO, BEA YANO... 
GOOD BOY : LET ME 
AND STAY SMELL YOUR 


HERE, ff G: BREATH. 
OKAY? 


I'M GOING 
TO GET 


MY PARENTS 
WILL GET 
ANGRY IF 
THEY SEE 


\SHUSH. 
5 


WHY DID 
HE COME 
SO LATE? 


TOA 
DECISION. 


Uy) 


Wee H 


«AND SAID, 
‘| DON'T HAVE 
ANYTHING, 
BUT WOULD 
YOU PACK A 
BAG AND 
COME WITH 
Me"... 


SOUNDS LIKE 
A MARRIAGE 
PROPOSAL. 


WHEN WE 
DON'T NEED 
OUR PARENTS 
TO TAKE CARE 
OF US, 
| GUESS, 


|WANT TO 
GROW UP... 


50 | CAN 
PROTECT 
OTHERS 
RATHER 
THAN NEEDING 
TO BE 
PROTECTED 
MYSELF. 


THAT'S 
ALL. 


wl WY 
FAMILY 


MY 
MOTHER 


THOSE 
ARE THE 
PEOPLE... 


IWON'T | 
GIVE 


| ANYONE 


ME: 


TESTING 


| WANT 

TO LIVE 

MY LIFE 
FOR 
HIM. 


oolhO) 


IS) IT; 


FEEL 


SELF 


THIS 


INDUL 


WAY (% 


GENTs:. 


|WAS 
ORINKING 

WITH 
FRIENDS 


OREAM THAT 
| WENT TO 
YOUR HOUSE 
THOUGH. 
‘ou bought 
me coffee. 


YOU SAID 
YOu 
REGRETTED 
IT. 


THAT YOU 
DION’T 
UNDERSTAND 
IT AT ALL. 


WHEN | 
WOKE UP, 
| WAS IN 


YOU WERE 


- CRYING, 


TAKA- 
HASHI. 


SO WHAT 


DO YOU 
REGRET 
SO MUCH? 


DON'T 

TAKEA [i 
DREAM SO | 
SERIOUSLY. |\\l 


THERE'S 
NOTHING 
TO 
REGRET. 


OUR 
FEELINGS 
ARE COM- 
PLETELY 
OBVIOUS 
TO EACH 
OTHER. 


| MAY 
REGRET 
NOT 
TELLING 
HIM... 
| MAY NEVER 
KNOW IF IT 
WAS THE 
RIGHT THING 


TO DO... 


| DON’T 
KNOW 
IF ’'M 
FOLLOWING 
MY FATE... 


OR 
GOING 
AGAINST 
IT. 


BUT 
THERE IS 
ONE 
THING | 
WANT... 


THAT'S. 
HOW WE'LL 
KEEP 
SUPPORTING 


TAKE 


ae CARE OF 
ALOT ITSELF. 


THIS 


©) 


A 


wS BEING 
SQUEEZED... 


QO 


50 
TIGHTLY... 


WONDERING 
IF | COULD 
HAVE MY 
ALLOWANCE 
IN ADVANCE. 


|WANT FOR? 
HOW TO BUYA 


TWENTY |\ MUCH CHRISTMAS 
THOUSAND K. | DO YOU PRESENT 
YEN. NEED? FOR MY 
GIRL- 
FRIEND. 


| WON'T 
ALLOW 
IT. 


THAT'S WAY 
TOO MUCH 
FOR AHIGH 
SCHOOL BOY 
TO SPEND ON 
A PRESENT! 


| WANT TO 
GET HER 


a _ SOMETHING 
s SPECIAL. 


. .BECAUSE 
I'LL MAKE A 
DEAL WITH 
YOU. 


SS ee 


OVERNIGHT \~_~* 
TRIP TOA 
HOT 
SPRING!! 


Z # 


”™ “AMAZING. 


COURSE TE 


oYTDOOR 
Hol SPRING 


FOR. 
RISTMA 
one 


I'LL TELL 
MY PARENTS 
"MAT 


\W 
IE’LL be \ 
fine! Ns 
H 
if \ L N 
a TOGETHER... \ || —= \ 
* | CHRISTMAS 2 y 


TOGETHER? 


IT’S 


| Week. 
COULD 
HEAR... 
EARLY, 
THOUGH. 
MY 
HEART 


BEATING. 


"M 
MOVING 
WITH MY 

MOM... 


oe 


ero 
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[ks 
TOO 


MY CELL 
TOO! 


.| HOW COME rhe 


( YANO IS SS {gan 
ALWAYS SO |. 
PHOTO- | 


\ GENIC? 


SEND ME \ 
LOTS OF 
PHOTOS 
WHEN 
YOU'RE IN 


|WANT TO 
SEE WHAT 
YOUR SCHOOL 
UNIFORM 
LOOKS LIKE... 


it’s a blazer, 


PHOTOS 


| WE CAN 
| ALWAYS BE 
| IN TOUCH, 
RIGHT? 


\\ sore : 
BUT I'LL : 
CALL 

ONCE A 

WEEK. 


MIGHT 
NOT BE 
ABLE TO 
CALL YOU 
| WON'T BE es ee ne THAT 
el F eae ‘ PROBABLY BE OFTEN. 
ereA 2 LIVING ON A WHAT 
Soma “Wesore PRETTY TIGHT ? 
/ oA Fe \ ; BUDGET. 
an \ 
JUST BE I'LL BE 
THERE FINE. 
FOR YOUR \ 
= mom. SO DON'T 


PUSH 
YOURSELF 


BUT I'LL 


| CAN'T LET 


MY MOM RUN 
HERSELF 
RAGGED, 
CAN I? OT 


U4 ( 


¢ 
LS 
/ IANA | ai 
\ \ 


YOUWANT | 
TO BUY SOME 
THINGS 
BEFORE WE 
CHECK IN? 


YOU CAN 
GET THOSE 
AT THE 
AIRPORT 
OR TRAIN 

}\ STATION. 


INSIDE THAT | 
SOUVENIR | | 
STORE. 


SHALL WE \ WANT 
| CAN BUY No! 
A u 
; MARKET. 


AH! 


THE ROOM |S 
BETTER THAN 
, |EXPECTED... 


TO TELL 


EVER 
SINCE THIS 


MORNING... THAT a er | 
THE \\ 
HOT 
SPRING 
? 
NO— . We 5 
SINCE | - \\s\4 YG W 
THREE | MT eT Aw DOES 
pays |. eee ///| ~ 
AGO... : : 
«THE ROOM Vi 
| ATTENDANT 
al COME TO 
LAY OUT THE 
_ =l\ FUTON? 


PVE FELT CHECK 
EXTREMELY OUT THE 
NERVOUS. oes q 


SSS DINNER. 


r’M 
GLAD 
THE HOT 
SPRINGS 
FOR MEN 
AND 


ARE 
SEPA- 
RATE. 


HEART IS 
POUNDING. 


YOU TO 

MAKE ME 

YOURS, 
YANO. 


| COULD 
GO WITH 
ITSELF ; THE FLOW 
OUT. jaa OF THINGS, 
BUT... 


vat 


~ 


| DIDN'T 
TAKE 
MUCH 
TIME WITH 
THE HAIR 


«MAKE 
MY HEART 
BEAT ANY 
FASTER... 


TAKAHASHI, 
YOU'RE 
ORINKING 
TOO FAST. 


YOU'VE 
ONLY HAD 
THE NON- 

ALCOHOLIC 
KIND 
BEFORE, 
RIGHT? 


GETA 
HARD-ON 
IF | DRINK 

TOO 
MUCH... 
i 


DRINKING 
THAT 
MUCH, 
YANO. 


YOU'RE SO 
ADORABLE. 


CHEAT ON 

[} ME WHEN 
YOU'RE IN 

SR, TOKYO, 


SF 


HUH. 


AND YOU 
DON’T 
LIKE TO 


IMAGINA- 
TION. 


THERE’S A 
SEEMINGLY 
NICE, STRONG, 
SIMPLE GUY 
OVER IN 
HOKKAIDO... 


FALL 
FORIT, 
RIGHT? 


AND THIS 
SNEAKY 
GUY IS 
REALLY 
GOOD AT 
IMPOSING 
HIMSELF... 


YOU CAN'T 
STAND 
LOSING TO 
TAKEUCHI- 
KUN, YANO. 


YOUVE 
BEEN 
FOOLED 


..BUT SECRETLY 
BUT YOU THINK 
YOU TAKEUCHI-KUN 
DONT  ISBETTER- 
WANT LOOKING THAN 
TO YOU ARE... 
ADMIT 
IT, HUH. 


{y) YOU THINK 
—lp | TAKE IS BETTER: 


LOOKING THAN 
ME? 


YOu 
PRETEND 
YOU DON’T 

CARE... 


TAKE’S 
BETTER- 
LOOKING...? }\ 


BUT YOU 

WON'T YOU'RE THE 
DENY IT, | ONE THINKING 
RIGHT? THAT, YANO, 


LES ig 


he RS re SE 
[FE \ 


YOU THINK IS 
BETTER- 
LOOKING? 
ME OR 
NANA-SAN? 


THIS ISN'T 
FAIR. YOU 
CHANGED 
THE 
SUBJECT... 


WHAT 
ARE YOUR 
REQUIRE- 

MENTS FOR 
ATTRAC- 


I NEVER 
KNEW YOU 
LIKED GIRLS 
WITH BIG 
BREASTS... 


S HAVEN'T 
EATEN 


BUT THAT 
HANDICAP 
DIDN'T 
STOP YOU 


THAT'S 
SOME- 
THING 


TO BE FROM 
PROUD WINNING 
OF! MY HEART. 
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MERRY 
CHRISTMAS 


FUTONS! 
FUTONS! 


THERE'S 


SOMETHING 
PERVY ABOUT 
TWO FUTONS 

NEXT TO 
EACH 


IT’S LIKE 
WE'RE ON AN 
OVERNIGHT 
£) FIELD TRIP. 


YOU DRANK 
TOO MUCH. 


YOU'LL FEEL 
BETTER 
AFTERWARD. 


| DON’T 


GARGLE 


1. WITH 
VY \ ms 100 
\\ Tmes... 


«AND I'LL 
FRENCH 
KISS yOu! 


NOW! 
CAN'T 
KISS yOU 


BECAUSE |_ 
I THREW | 


UP...! 


ex 
tt 
happens | OON'T Alf ( 
all the | WORRY { 
time. | ABOUT 


IT. 


‘i 


FEELING 
BETTER? 


I'LL HEAL 
QUICKLY. 


I'M STILL 
ALITTLE 
OlZZY... 


I'M... 
REALLY 
SLEEPY. 


she's 
CRAB? 
silly. 


TO BE 
WITH YOU 
INSTEAD? 


PASSED fl 
NANA-SAN | 
IN AGE. 


IT’S 
MORNING?! 


y ) WHAT. 
_/ FSHOULD 
~/ 100? 
(VOICE OF 


YANO’S 
HEART) 


“a 
aa Vb 


ALREADY?! 


a IT’S SUCH 
(ge ‘A, CLEAR 
Dr SS MORNING. 
yy Ao 
(AND, 


SLEEPING 
NDL 


\ | CAN’T 
BELIEVE... 


<— VACANT 
LOOK 


Be. 
=| OKAY? 


IT'S NOT 


Five ME 

more SLEEP. mm. 
MIN- 

UTES. 


SHE’S 
NOTA 
MORNING 

PERSON 


AND WHY DO 
YOU LOOK 
SO WIPED- 2 
OuT? ( ut 
| \\ee | WHY DION'T 
YOU WAKE 


Ly 
‘a 2 REMEMBER, 
\\ ANYTHING, 


SET 


THE GUY WHO 
REMAINED INSIDE 
THE ENDURANCE 

ROOM FOR AN 

HOUR AND 

WITHSTOOD (?) 
THE TEMPTATION 

OF NANAMI'S 

THIGH... 


1s Sock Sas wee Ses te Sa 


ae 


WON'T LOOKING | | 
AT IT CHEER YOU - 
UP WHEN YOU'RE 


AREN'T |. 


FEEL LIKE 
LAUGHING, 
RIGHT? 


| BET WE'RE THE 
ONLY COUPLE IN 
JAPAN WHO HAS 
MATCHING 
MARIMO 
STRAPS! 


ig there 
comeing 
ow WY face? 


ME. 
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9 
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WHILE WE’RE 
APART 
| WON’T FALL 
IN LOVE WITH 
ANYONE ELSE. 


——| . \ 4 
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Ts | it 
| ql | 1 
| | 
Ree 
| "mM 
| REALLY 
| HAPPY 
| THAT YOU 
i, yall CARE FOR 
| | fem ME, 
f ee TAKEUCHI- 
| ia KUN. 
/ BUT 
/ YOU'LL BE d : 
WASTING oe ; an 
YOUR TIME a 
IF YOU \ /| 
KEEP + 
\. WAITING. : 
\ i 
sia 7 
Q Shun, aa 
j / Y AY 
ee i ) UN a=\ 
is BNC tars @) 
a\(| HARSH, (@ 
6 © a ) 
—_— DON’T WAIT 
sae) FOR MY 
FEELINGS 
| SAID NOT TO 
TO GIVE ME CHANGE. 
| 


AN ANSWER | 
VET, 


SORRY. 


BECAUSE 
| 


\ | PROMISED. 
Y | 


we THE 
FUTURE? 


YOU'RE NOT 
GOING TO 
FALL IN 
LOVE WITH 
ANYONE 
ELSE? 


TAKEUCHI-KUN, 


YOU TOLD ME 
YOU WANTED Wve 
| TO PROTECT | ALREADY 
Me. BROKEN 
ONE 
BUT THIS PROMISE 
TIME... | MADE 


TOHIM. 


|WANT TO 
BE THE 
ONE TO 

PROTECT 

YANO. 


| PUSHED 
HIM AWAY 
FROM ME. 


| 
BETRAYED 
HIM. 


| DON’T 
WANT TO 
LIE AROUND 
IN BED ALL 
DAY. 


SHOULD 
GET 
BACK TO 
My JOB 


you 
DON'T 


HAVE TO, 


ODO YOU? 


IF | STAY 
INSIDE, | 


"mM 
GOING TO 
COLLEGE 


IN TOKYO. 
| oe 


py, THAN BEING 


BETTER 


INSIDE THIS 
HOUSE, 


ud MADE | 
DINNER. || 


DIDN'T 


IT'S 
ALOT 
EASIER 
TO LIVE 
AT HOME, 
YOU 


WANT TO Wa 
STAY IN THE PX" 
BOONIES. 


WITH WORSE 
GRADES THAN AND. 
MINE ARE 
THE TEACHER APPLYING TO 
SAID IT WOULD 
BE APITY FOR ere ig me 


METOGOTOA 
SCHOOL IN 
THIS AREA. 


YOU'RE 
LEAVING ME 
ALONE IN 
THIS HOUSE? 


ACCOUNT IN="\ 4 
MY SISTER'S 


/ . 
YOU SAVED 
MONEY FOR 
HER, RIGHT? 


i 


SAYS, “I’M 
GOING TO 
COLLEGE 


HAVE YOU 


ANYIDEA 
WHO HAS TO })//) 
WORK TO 
SEND YOU 
THE MONEY | | 7H 
ASK DAD TO \ TO LIVE ON? “CAN | 
WITHORAW GOTO 
IT. COLLEGE 


IN 
TOKYO?” 


NOW 


Ely . YOU HAVE 
= YOU'RE UN- TO PAY 
| FEELING... FOR ONLY 
ONE CHILD'S 
w JUST SCHOOL 
LIKE EXPENSES, 
YOUR SO YOU 
FATHER. SHOULD HAVE 


EXTRA 


wa THERE'S 
SOMETHING 
| WANT. 


NANA, YOU 
LOOK REALLY 
UGLY!! 


SOMEONE 
GO GET 
COOLING 
GEL! 


WHAT’S 
WRONG 
WITH YOUR 
FACE?! 


alF 
POSSIBLE, 
|IWANT TO 
BRING HER 
TO MY 
APARTMENT |. 
IN TOKYO. 


| CRIED 
TOO 
MUCH 
LAST 

\ NIGHT... 


| WOKE UP 
LOOKING 
LIKE THIS. 


WHAT'LL 
HAPPEN 
TO 
LALAMI? 


MY GRAND- 
MOTHER 
WILL LOOK 
AFTER HER 
FORA 
WHILE. 


THE 
APART- 
MENT IS 
ONLY 
30 MINUTES 
FROM 
SHIBUYA. 


I'VE NEVER 
SEEN YANO 
LIKE THAT. 


"’M GLAD 
WE MADE 
THAT FOR 

HIM. 


| HAVE ALATE 
SHIFT TODAY 
AND | WAS 
CLOSE, SO | 
CAME TO SEE 
YOU OFF. 


SHE'LL = SHE'S 
BE IN THE 
RIGHT ~~ BATH- 


HERE!! ROOM|!! 


REALLY? 
YOU'RE NOT 
COMING BACK 
AT ALL? 


ICANT \. 
COME BACK 

IN THE 
SPRING OR 
SUMMER. 


| 
PROBABLY 
WON'T 
HAVE ANY 
MONEY. 


/  SOTHE NEXT 
| TIMEILL SEE 

YOU IS WHEN | 
\ GET ACCEPTED 
TO UNIVERSITY. 


TO TELL 
YOU THE 
TRUTH, |’M 
SURPRISED 
YOU MADE 
SUCH AN 
EXTREME 
DECISION. 
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as 
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; 


| DON’T 
REGRET |S 
ANYMORE. 


REPEATING 
CYCLE. 


DEMANDED 
OF MY 
GIRLFRIENDS 
THAT THEY 
STAY BY MY 


“WILL 
YOU BE 
FINE 
OBVI- = APART?” 
OUSLY | 
WON'T 
BE. 


t 


\ 
" 


| CAN'T 
BELIEVE I’M 
SO WEAK! 


i wa 
ARR OSES ap 
| WON'T LAY A 
FINGER ON 
HER WHILE 
YOU'RE GONE, 
SO DON'T 
WORRY 
ABOUT ME. 


YOU'VE GOT 
ALEGITIMATE 
REASON TO GO 
TO TOKYO. 


BUT IF YOU 
EVER LET 
YOUR 
GUARD 
DOWN... 


«AND 
LET GO OF 
TAKAHASHI... 


THE REAL 
MATCH 
STARTS 

AFTER! GET 
TO TOKYO. 


SO ONE 


WK 
ear ee Ng 
MW ee > 
NOW... 


WHY 

oO 
YOU 
LOOK 
SO RE- Lz, 
LIEVED 


YOU 
BETTER BE 
PREPARED! 


wiFYOU BE 
STUDY TO- ABLE 
GETHER, TO 
GOTOTHE TAKE 
LIBRARY, IT... 
ETC. 
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..OR HOW 
LONELY 
YOU ARE... 


.OR HOW 
HARD A 
TIME 
YOU'RE 
HAVING... 


wul/M HERE 
THINKING 
OF YOU. 


YOU'RE 
NEVER 
ALONE. 


ABSOLUTE 
ZERO... 


Ne 


= 


BUT THERE 
| ARE STILL 

PEOPLE WHO 
REALLY, 

‘REALLY LIKE 
\ You. 


YOU'RE 
NOT AT 


—ABSOLUTE 


he 


ZERO, 
RIGHT? ~ 


—— 


| KNOW THE 
PERSON YOU 
REALLY, 
REALLY LIKE 


— 


c 


YOURE 


Yf /, VA 
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ca A | i 
\ 


yw 


TO 
MEE EET, YOU, 
TAKAHASH 


‘ Rd 7 | ., ae ‘s 
ee ee a GOD... 
> aa a : » 
ages : a PLEASE... 


* PROTECT : 
HIM FOR 
ME. 
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HE’ iS STRUCK 
DOWN, GIVE | 
THE * ‘ed 


EVER 
SINCE 
THAT DAY 
WHEN HE 


1S YEARS 
OLD. 


“HE MAY 
ALWAYS 
_ HAVE 
BEEN... 


««PURSUING 
A SINGLE 
DREAM. 


THE 
REALITY 
HE 
MUST 
FACE... 


> 


IS FAR 
GREATER 
THAN 
YOUTH 
WILL 
ALLOW. 


seis 
eae 


ie 


YEAH, | THE 


iil / BASIC 


| READING 
| SEMINAR 
\ WAS CAN- 


GO BACK 
TO THE 
DORM 

AND 

SLEEP! 


TAKEUCHI- 
KUN? 


weHE’LL 
COME 
FOR ME. 


..WAS 
THE LAST 
TIME 
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Honorifics 

In Japan, people are usually addressed by their name followed by a suffix. 
The suffix shows familiarity or respect, depending on the relationship. 
Male (familiar): first or last name + kun 

Female (familiar): first or last name + chan 

Adult (polite): last name + san 

Upperclassman (polite): last name + senpai 

Teacher or professional: last name + sensei 


Close friends or lovers: first name only, no suffix 


Nana-chan vs. Nana-san 
Nanami’s nickname is “Nana-chan.” Yano’s ex-girlfriend 


was a year older, so she was known as “Nana-san.” 


Terms 
Two hundred thousand yen is around two thousand U.S. dollars. 


The “Doto area” refers to the eastern area of Hokkaido. 


I'm currently discussing moving to the 


south with a friend from my hometown. 


Preferably somewhere I can see the sea. 


—~Yuki Obata 
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is browsing in bookshops. 
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